Advanced U.S. History

Dr. Adkins
Room 625
Conference:  6th period 

Phone:  281-327-7704
e-mail: alicia.adkins@fortbend.k12.tx.us
Basic information and class requirements

Welcome to U.S. History. Every effort will be made to make this a worthwhile and enjoyable part of your high school education.  We will begin our study of the United States by reviewing the information from early U.S. History (8th grade). Hopefully by the end of the year we will be discussing the problems and accomplishments of the American People today.

History is not the memorization of facts. It is an effort to understand the people and time of the past in order to more clearly comprehend ourselves and the time in which we live.  The United States today reflects her past as it responds to the conditions of the modern world. Since the decisions made by nations’ leaders today will most certainly impact the nation you will lead, it is important that you attempt to understand the history of these decisions.

Class materials: You should have in class everyday.
Spiral notebook (these will be graded 3 times each 9 weeks) 
Pen

Markers or map pencils

Highlighter

Please come to class prepared everyday.  When you are not ready for class you waste my time and yours. 

Course Requirements:

Advanced classes are defined in the handbook as ones that are designed to be “rigorous course of study.”  This course is intended to be exactly that. 

It is assumed that each of you will participate in class discussions and activities.  All assigned work will be done thoroughly, neatly and promptly.

Reading assignments should be done daily.  If we are discussing colonization you should read the section in your textbook about colonization.  The notes given in class are not taken from your textbook.  Daily quizzes will cover information from notes and reading.

Written assignments are to be done on standard paper and in pen unless otherwise specified. 

Projects will be assigned and will be major grades.  These are due on the due date or they will be late. 
Current Events:  Readings or cartoons from magazines and newspapers will be discussed in class. It will be of benefit to you to read the paper daily.

Quizzes may occur without prior notice; they can be open note or not.  

Test will be assigned in advance.  Makeup test are a different format. 

Writing will be assigned each nine weeks and they will be done in class. 
Makeup work is your responsibility.  When you are absent you must ask for your makeup work, do not assume I will remember for you. 

Each nine weeks’ grade will consist of 11 daily grades and 3 major grades.  You should keep all returned work. 
Classroom rules.

1. It is expected that you will be in your seat when the bell rings and ready to start class.

2. all missed work must be made up before or after school
3. KHS guidelines will be enforced. Including absences, tardies, and dress code

4. Your full attention is expected during class. 

5. The only drink allowed in class is bottled water. Other drinks attract ants and will be put in the trash can.

6. I dismiss you not the bell.

7. It is assumed that you will do your own work.

If you are struggling with something, please let me know.  I cannot read your mind and do not know what is hard for you.  My job is to help you.  Please let me do my job by talking to me.  Please note that I am here by 6:45am and can be available after school if you need extra help. Tutorials before a test are the afternoon and morning before the test.  You must have completed your review sheet before I will answer questions. 

